6                            Wang Tu
So why cherish only this world?
Why cling only to this life?
Having finished the song, she bowed again and then changed into
an old fox and died, to the astonishment of all those present. *
On the first day of the fourth month, eighth year of Ta Yeh,
there was an eclipse of the sun. I was then at the Censorate and
was resting in one of the chambers when the sun began to grow
dark. Soon I was informed by the clerks that the eclipse was a
severe one. When I rose and took the mirror out to tidy myself,
I found that it had grown dim and lost its usual brilliance, and I
realized that the mirror was so made that it corresponded to the
mystery of light and darkness, for otherwise how can one explain
the fact that it also should be without light wHen the Great Lumi-
nary was in eclipse? Before I had done marveling at the phe-
nomenon, the mirror brightened, and with it the sun also began
to shine; and when the sun had recovered completely its luminosity,
the mirror too shone with its former brilliance. I noted thereafter
that whenever the sun and moon were in eclipse, the mirror grew
dim.
On the fifteenth of the eighth month of the same year my friend
Hsueh Hsieh called on me to show me a bronze sword that he
had previously acquired. It was four feet4 in length, and the blade
was of one piece with the handle, which was decorated with
dragon and phoenix, while the blade was embellished with patterns
like tongues of fire on one side and with patterns like ripples of
water on the other. It shone with a dazzling light and was evidently
no ordinary sword. Hsieh said, "I have observed a remarkable
thing about this sword. If you place it in a dark room on the
fifteenth of the month when the moon is full and bright, it will
radiate rays of light to the distance of several rods. I have had this
sword for some years, and since you long for the sight of strange
things and ancient objects as the hungry crave for food and the
thirsty crave for drink, I should like to demonstrate this phe-
nomenon to you tonight." I was overjoyed on hearing this, and as
4 The ancient Chinese foot measure varied from eight to ten inches of the
English system. It is divided into ten ts'un or inches.